IlS                         DANGEROUS   THOUGHTS

which his technical enquiries cover. Even if he could afford to
neglect progress in other disciplines continually encroaching on
his special field, he would not expect to gain anything from
instruction by specialists in early Mediterranean literature.

Natural science claims a place in the culture of the citizen in
the age of hydroelectric power and aviation, because science has
changed the world while philosophers have been content to
reflect upon it. It is not the glory of science that it can give
comprehensive and decisive answers to the conundrums which
Mr. Joad propounds. Any answers it can offer must be hesitating
and provisional. The true and lawful goal of science, said Bacon,
is that human Hfe be endowed with new powers and inventions.
The place of science in the education of the citizen is to enlist
him in the constructive task of using the new powers and
inventions wisely.

In its main features the education of the prosperous middle
classes of Western Europe and America has changed very little
during the past three centuries. Dead languages are taught less.
To meet the needs of commerce live languages are taught in the
old dead way. The same geometry is no longer called Euclid.
A smattering of science has been introduced because engineers,
chemists, and doctors are in greater demand. So the intellectual
training of the prosperous middle class in our own time can
give them little assistance in understanding their own social
destiny. In England, particularly, those who study social insti-
tutions remain grotesquely ignorant of how technical processes
are shaping the world in which we live, while the scientist who
is familiar with the technical processes is kept in childish ignor-
ance about the social medium in which they operate. In these
circumstances book learning has least appeal for those who are
most socially alive. As measured by our present educational
standards, intellectual eminence depends a great deal more upon
an individualistic (or introverted) temperament and far less upon
socially quickened intelligence than the specialist likes to admit.
Training of the kind which middle-class education provides has
produced brilliant specialists; and the most brilliant are least alive